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conviction that he was unconsciously absorbing that
if a man needs an extra home, outside the British
Isles, Naples is the one place for it. He returned
to Oxford at the beginning of May, " and went to
bed for the first time after five nights of railway
carriage and diligence.55 Travellers by Blue and
Golden trains should note how their forbears, them-
selves not despising luxury, made journeys sixty
years since.

In the autumn of the same year (October 1867), a
messenger from the political world made the first
knock at Dalmeny's door.   An important neighbour of
Raby asked the Duchess of Cleveland whether there
was any chance of her son becoming a candidate for
the borough of Darlington.    Since the death of Lord
Palmerston, in October 1865, the outlines of party
had become greatly blurred, and the political affinities
of some conspicuous politicians were uncertain. Lord
John Russell, who had succeeded as Whig Leader, was
responsible for the Reform Bill of 1866, which met
its Waterloo on June 18th, when by the help of the
Anti-Reform Liberals, headed by Lowe, Horsman, and
Lord Grosvenor, it was defeated on a crucial clause
in Committee by a majority of eleven, some forty
Liberals voting with the  Opposition.    The  Tories
were in a minority, and the attempts at a Coalition
between  Lord  Derby  and  the   Cave   of  Adullam
Liberals broke down.    So a new Reform Bill was
introduced by a purely Conservative Government in
1867, and became law, though only after the sacrifice
of three important Ministers,   General  Peel,  Lord
Cranborne, and Lord Carnarvon, who were unable to
stomach  the  grant   of that  unrestricted   borough
franchise which for a generation had been a bugbear
to the Tory party.   Party lines, therefore, seemed to
be ill-defined for the moment; and a young man, who
had lived in a tolerant atmosphere, and had not so
far been plied with the strong wine of party contro-
versy, might well be excused for wishing to look
about him before sitting down to the feast*